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ABOUT	  “LAS	  VEGAS	  THEN	  AND	  NOW”	  
Once upon a time, Sin City attracted a different sort of visitor. Spanish explorers were 
the first to come to this desert oasis to enjoy its natural hot springs and named the spot 
Las Vegas, or “the meadows.” Now just over a century after it was founded in 1905, Las 
Vegas has grown into the world’s most renowned gaming resort destination famous for 
its rich visual culture. 
 
Author Su Kim Chung is a native of Fresno, Calif. She studied European history at 
California State University, Fresno, and obtained her M.A. in 1995. After earning her 
MLIS from the University of California she moved to Las Vegas to work as the 
manuscripts librarian in Special Collections at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Her 
primary duty is the identification, selection, and acquisition of archival collections that 
document the history and culture of Las Vegas and the Southern Nevada region. 
 
ABOUT	  “SPECTACULAR:	  A	  HISTORY	  OF	  LAS	  VEGAS	  NEON”	  
The most comprehensive account of the evolution of neon sign design in Las Vegas to 
date, this illustrated volume co-authored by Dorothy Wright is now available for sale at 
the Neon Museum’s newly opened La Concha visitors’ center. Beginning with an 
informative overview of the science and history behind neon technology itself, the book 
provides an eye-opening chronicle of the circumstances, personalities and 
transformational cultural developments in the American Southwest that gave rise to Las 
Vegas’ neon landscape. From the advent of car culture and roadside architecture, 
through the proliferation of themed casino-hotel construction in the 1990s, the book 
delves into the stories behind the world-renowned signs and illuminated architectural 
facades that have been synonymous with Las Vegas for the better part of a century. 
Wright has an M.A. in History from UNLV, specializing in Western History and Cultural 
Resource Management. She retired in 2010 from Clark County Parks and Recreation’s 
Cultural Division, where her duties included events planning and presenting, grant 
writing and marketing. She currently serves as Chair of the City of Las Vegas Historic 
Preservation Commission and is the Secretary of the Neon Museum Board. 
 
ABOUT THE NEON MUSEUM 
Founded in 1996, the Neon Museum is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization dedicated to 
collecting, preserving, studying and exhibiting iconic Las Vegas signs for educational, 
historic and cultural enrichment. In addition to an approximately two-acre Neon Museum 
campus, which includes the outdoor exhibition space known as the Neon Boneyard, the 
museum also encompasses a visitors’ center housed inside the former La Concha 
Motel lobby as well as 15 restored signs installed as public art throughout downtown 
Las Vegas. Public education, outreach, research, archival preservation and a grant 
funded neon sign survey represent a selection of the museum’s ongoing projects. Both 
the Neon Boneyard and the La Concha Visitors’ Center are located at 770 Las Vegas 
Blvd. North in Las Vegas. For more information, visit www.NeonMuseum.org. 
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